MERCURT.

some time in a porcelain cup by means of a glass pestles Chap.iv*
ethiops mineral is produced. Add to this 160 grains
of potash dissolved in as much water. Heat the ves-
sel containing the ingredients over the flame of a can-
dle, and continue the trituration without interruption
during'the heating. In proportion as the liquid evapo-
rates, add clear water from time to time, so that the ox-
ide may be constantly covered to the depth of near an
inch. The trituration must be continued about two
hours; at the end of which time the mixture begins to
change from its original black colour to a brown, which
usually happens when a.large part of the fluid is evapo-
rated. It then passes very rapidly to a red. No more
water is to be added ; but the trituration is to be con-
tinued without interruption. When the mass has ac-
quired the consistence of a jelly, the red colour becomes
more and more bright, with an incredible degree of
quickness. The instant the colour has acquired its ut-
most beauty, the heat must be withdrawn, otherwise the
red passes to a dirty brown. Count de Moussin Pousch-
kin has discovered, that its passing to a brown colour
may be>prevented by taking .it from the fire as soon as
it has acquired a red colour, and placing it for two or
three days in a gentle heat, taking care to add a few
drops of water, and to agitate the mixture from time
to time. During this exposure the red colour gradu-
ally improves, and at last becomes excellent. He dis-
covered also, that when this sulphuret is exposed to a
strong heat, it becomes instantly brown, and then pas-
ses into a dark violet; when taken from the fire, it pas-
ses instantly to a beautiful carmine red *.
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